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general understanding that a huge unsolved problem
of double aspect, intimate in its effect upon the lives
of all, stands at our doors; on the one hand human
nature waiting to be investigated; on the other
failures in our social treatment of it needing to be
exposed. ... In the Middle Ages society assumed
that ecclesiastical authority was the safe repository
of natural science; and as a result it persecuted
and endeavoured to exterminate those who held
that the world and the solar system were of an
altogether different construction from that described
by theologians. The results of that assumption
seem laughable to us now ; but they were no laugh-
ing matter when the moral judgments arising there-
from were enforced by the civil arm.

" We are faced to-day by a very similar position.
The official mind wherever it is found (as inade-
quately equipped for the task as were the censors of
Bruno and Galileo) makes assumptions to-day of
knowledge about human phenomena, and of the
right to pass judgment thereon, as arrogant as were
claimed in the sixteenth and seventeenth century
with regard to astronomy, and shows an equal
readiness to condemn on moral grounds those who
are determined to question and to investigate even
its most cherished conclusions."

For further confirmation I refer my readers to a
book by Professor Forster.1 Professor Forster is
a free-thinker who has been reconverted to Catholi-
cism by recognising that Christian morality is the

1 Marriage and the Sex Problem. By Prof. Forster, Lecturer on
Ethics and Psychology in the University of Zurich. Translated by
Meyrich Booth. London, 1914,